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RECORD 888,000 TRAVELERS EXPECTED AT LAX DURING FOUR-DAY LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
WEEKEND, CAPPING BUSY SUMMER TRAVEL SEASON  

 
During This Busy Holiday Weekend, Airport Officials Stand with Those Impacted by the 
Devastation Caused by Hurricane Harvey and Its Aftermath 
 

(Los Angeles, California – August 31, 2017)  With the Labor Day traditionally marking the end of 

the busy summer travel season, Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) officials are forecasting a 

record 888,000 passengers will pass through the airport this over the four-day holiday weekend – an 

increase of 4.1 percent over last year’s 853,000 passengers.  The holiday weekend begins Friday, 

September 1 through Monday, September 4.  Friday is expected to be the busiest day with more than 

239,000 travelers, followed by Monday with just over 236,000 travelers. 

“This Labor Day weekend, we know that hundreds of thousands of travers will pass through and 

travel to LAX, and we want to make sure their travel is as fun and stress-free as possible," said Trevor 

Daley, Deputy Executive Director for External Affairs at LAX. “We encourage travelers to take public 

transportation or the Flyaway, follow our tips for easier car trips, and most of all give yourself plenty of 

time to get to your gate. As all of our passengers are traveling to their family and friends, we want to 

give a special thanks to all those who are working this Labor Day weekend to make sure our guests 

and travelers are safe and have a wonderful weekend. While we mark this holiday, our thoughts are 

also with the residents of the cities impacted by Hurricane Harvey, and the significant tasks ahead of 

them as the recovery efforts begin.” 

Passengers and motorists should plan ahead and be prepared for traffic congestion on the 

roadways in and around LAX, as well as terminals which are expected to be more crowded than usual.  

The volume of traffic in the Central Terminal Area (CTA) is expected to be slightly higher than 
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normal over the holiday weekend, with Friday and Monday the busiest days with about 103,000 and 

105,000 vehicles, respectively.  Normal daily average is 94,000 vehicles.  Motorists are advised to 

expect and plan for delays during periods of traffic congestion in the CTA. 

Airport Police traffic officers will be positioned throughout the CTA to help keep vehicles moving. 

“Traffic officers will be placed curbside to direct traffic to and from the curb. This ensures cars 

are staged as close together as possible and stopped parallel to the curb in order to maximize curb 

usage,” said APD Lt. Edward Martinez. “Also, traffic officers and motorcycle officers will be stationed at 

busy areas, such as the Departures Level, crosswalks in front of the Tom Bradley International 

Terminal, and West Way, where officers can physically control traffic intersections to prevent gridlock 

from building up on Upper Level World Way and vehicles are diverted to the Lower Level.  Traffic and 

motorcycle units will constantly monitor curbs for parked vehicles and educate drivers about the LAX 

Cell Phone Waiting Lot as an alternative before ushering them from the curb.” 

Airport officials are offering five tips to help ease motorists on their way to LAX: 

1. Take the FlyAway® bus, and leave traffic and parking concerns behind.  The airport 

provides inexpensive and convenient FlyAway® buses from Hollywood, Long Beach, Metro 

Orange Line (San Fernando Valley), Santa Monica, Union Station, Van Nuys, and 

Westwood/UCLA.  For more information, including schedules, visit www.LAXFlyAway.org, 

2. Use the Lower/Arrivals Level to drop off passengers or access CTA parking 

structures.  Particularly during the early morning hours, there is usually less congestion on 

the Lower/Arrivals Level.  Departing passengers can be dropped off, and take elevators or 

escalators to the Upper/Departures Level.  Motorists can enter the parking structures from 

the Lower/Arrival Level and use the ramps inside to reach pedestrian bridges to the terminal 

buildings.  The bridge to Terminal 1 is closed during construction.  

3. Use your favorite shortcut, or one of ours. While Sepulveda and Century boulevards  
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provide the main entry points to the CTA, and shoulder most of the burden, there are ways to 

get visit http://www.laxishappening.com/getting-around/tips-and-shortcuts.aspx. And don’t forget 

about the shortcuts inside the CTA. Rather than circle the entire loop, use East Way (a sharp 

left turn across from Terminal 1) that can get you to Terminals 6 and 7, or West Way (a left turn 

between Terminals 2 and 3), which provides access to Terminal 5.  West Way also features a 

ramp that can be used to transition from the Upper/Departures Level to the Lower/Arrivals 

Level. 

4. Leave early, there’s a lot to see.  Because traffic can be unpredictable, it’s a good idea 

to be on the safe side and leave some extra time. LAX recommends that passengers arrive 

in their terminal two hours before the boarding time (not departure time) for a domestic flight 

and three hours before boarding time for an international flight. If you end up with extra time, 

it’s an opportunity to check out some of the new amenities LAX is adding to its terminals.  

Also, be sure to check out our real-time traffic map before you go 

(http://www.laxishappening.com/getting-around/lax-traffic-maps.aspx) Motorists and 

travelers also can receive real-time status of airport conditions by accessing @FlyLAXairport 

and @LAAirportPD Twitter feeds.  

5. Don’t circle the loop, use the cell phone lot.  This one is for the meeter-greeters.  Rather 

than circling the Central Terminal Area until arriving passengers reach terminal curbside for 

pick up, motorists can park and wait up to two hours free at the LAX Cell Phone Waiting Lot 

at 6221 West 96th Street (96th Street and Vicksburg adjacent to the entrance of LAX Parking 

Lot C).  When your passengers call, head to the Lower/Arrivals Level to pick them up.  New 

signs on the columns include both the terminal number and a letter to make it easier to 

locate arriving passengers.  Arriving passengers can also take the Lot C shuttle bus to their 

cell phone lot, and meet their ride there. 
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Information on traffic conditions in the LAX Central Terminal Area and surrounding streets is 

now available on the WAZE community-based navigation app.  Road closures, parking facility closures, 

and other traffic information are by airport staff at www.waze.com.       

For a comprehensive list of items that are permitted and prohibited in carry-on or checked 

luggage, visit www.tsa.gov.  Travelers also are encouraged to enroll in TSA Pre√® or other trusted-

traveler programs such as Customs & Border Protection’s Global Entry, which improve security and 

reduce wait times.    

 
 About Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) 
           LAX is the fourth busiest airport in the world, second in the United States, and was named Skytrax’ 2017 
Top 10 Most Improved Airports.  LAX served more than 80.9 million passengers in 2016.  LAX offers 737 daily 
nonstop flights to 100 cities in the U.S. and 1,386 weekly nonstop flights to 88 cities in 44 countries on 73 
commercial air carriers.  LAX ranks 14th in the world and fifth in the U.S. in air cargo tonnage processed, with 
more than 2.2 million tons of air cargo valued at over $101.4 billion.  LAX handled 697,138 operations (landings 
and takeoffs) in 2016.   

An economic study based on 2014 operations reported LAX generated 620,600 jobs in Southern 
California with labor income of $37.3 billion and economic output (business revenues) of more than $126.6 billion. 
This activity added $6.2 billion to local and state revenues and $8.7 billion in federal tax revenues.  The study also 
reported that LAX’s ongoing capital-improvement program creates an additional 121,640 annual jobs with labor 
income of $7.6 billion and economic output of $20.3 billion, $966 million in state and local taxes, and $1.6 billion in 
federal tax revenues.  
            LAX is also the second most popular airport in the world to appear on Instagram according to wego.com. 
LAX is part of a system of two Southern California airports – along with Van Nuys general aviation – that are 
owned and operated by Los Angeles World Airports, a proprietary department of the City of Los Angeles that 
receives no funding from the City’s general fund. 

For more information about LAX, please visit www.lawa.aero/lax or follow on Twitter  
@flyLAXAirport, on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LAInternationalAirport, and on YouTube at  
www.YouTube.com/laxairport1.  Information about LAX’s ongoing multi-billion-dollar LAX Modernization Program, 
as well as tips and shortcuts to help navigate LAX during construction, are available at 
www.LAXisHappening.com.  
          As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal 
access to its programs, services, and activities.  Alternative formats in large print, braille, audio, and other forms 
(if possible) will be provided upon request. 
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